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University of Hawai‘i at Hilo.
Dept. of Geography
Atlas of Hawai‘i. 3rd ed. Honolulu: 
University of Hawai‘i Press, 1998. 333 p. Text 
with maps, graphs and photos of the natural, 
cultural and social environment.

Clark, John R.K.
Hawai‘i’s Best Beaches. Honolulu: University 
of Hawai‘i Press, 1999. 148 p. Handy guidebook 
to beaches by a former lifeguard and water safety 
expert. See also: author’s other beach guides by 
county or island.

Fodor’s Hawaii
New York: Random. Annual. See also: other travel 
guides in H 919.69 section.
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TRAVEL & DESCRIPTION

Allen, Gwenfread E.
Hawaii’s War Years: 1941-1945. Kailua, HI: 
Pacific Monograph, 1999. 452 p. Pacific War 
Classics series. An authoritative overview of 
Hawaii’s wartime experience. Note: photos in 
earlier Greenwood Press and UH Press ed.
(illustrations in Pacific Monograph ed.)
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Daws, Gavan
Shoal of Time: A History of the Hawaiian 
Islands. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 
1968. 494 p. One of the best and most readable 
histories of modern Hawai‘i. 

Grant, Glen
Hawai‘i Looking Back: An Illustrated History 
of the Islands. Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 
2000. 415 p. Illustrations, photographs and 
detailed captions bring Hawai‘i’s history to life.

Kuykendall, Ralph S.
The Hawaiian Kingdom, Vol. 1 1778-1854: 
Foundation and Transformation; Vol. 2 
1854-1874: Twenty Critical Years; Vol. 3 
1874-1893: The Kalakaua Dynasty. 
Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1938-
1967. Well-documented work considered to be 
the definitive history of Hawai‘i from Western 
contact through the monarchy’s overthrow.

Seiden, Allan
The Hawaiian Monarchy. Rev. ed. Honolulu: 
Mutual Publishing, 2004. 137 p. An engaging 
blend of pictures and text reveals the lives of 
the monarchs.

Vowell, Sarah
Unfamiliar Fishes. New York: Riverhead 
Books, 2011. 238 p. Insights on the tumultuous 
period from the arrival of 
Americans to their takeover of Hawai‘i.
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HAWAII STATE PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
HSPLS/H&P/Hawaii/7-15 Revised

Revised by the staff of the
Hawaii and Pacific Section, 2015

Hawaii State Library
478 South King Street

Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Hemmings, Kaui Hart
The Descendants: A Novel. New York: Random 
House, 2011. 297 p. Novel about a father forced to 
cope with two troubled daughters after his wife is 
injured in an accident. The screen adaptation won 
an Academy Award in 2011. 

Michener, James A.
Hawaii. Random House trade pbk. ed. New 
York: Random House, 2002. 937 p. Michener 
traces Hawai‘i from geological beginnings to 
the mid-1950s.  The basis for the Academy 
Award-winning 1966 movie of the same title.

Panek, Mark
Hawaii: A Novel. Honolulu: Loihi Press, 2013. 
551 p. “A sweeping, epic tale about the modern 
Hawai‘i we live in, the one we call our home, the 
one that is getting harder to live in every day 
… revealing the racial tensions, socioeconomic 
disparity, outsider influences, and local-boy 
politics that control the land we live on.”[Hawai‘i 
Book Blog] 
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Note: Where diacritics were not used in the 
title of a publication at the time it was printed 
they are not included in the title in this list of 
reference sources.



BIOGRAPHY

Boylan, Dan
John A. Burns: The Man and His Times. 
Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2000. 362 
p. Scholarly yet easy-to-read biography of 
Hawai‘i’s first Democratic governor.

Cayetano, Benjamin J.
Ben: A Memoir: From Street Kid to Governor. 
Honolulu: Watermark Publishing, 2009. 560 p. 
Hawai‘i’s first governor of Filipino ancestry reveals 
details of his life from childhood struggles to 
political turmoil during his two terms as governor.

Daws, Gavan
Holy Man: Father Damien of Molokai. 
Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1973. 293 
p. Engaging story of the famous priest at 
Kalaupapa, now St. Damien of Molokai. 

Linnea, Sharon
Princess Ka‘iulani: Hope of a Nation, Heart 
of a People. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans 
Books for Young Readers, 1999. 234 p. 
Engaging and informative narrative enlivened 
by contemporaneous photos and illustrations. 

Allen, Helena G.
Kalakaua: Renaissance King. Honolulu: 
Mutual Publishing, 1994. 286 p. Biography of 
Hawai‘i’s last king, who embraced progress 
while trying to sustain his people and preserve 
their culture.

Liliuokalani
Hawaii’s Story by Hawaii’s 
Queen. Annotated by 
David Forbes. Honolulu: 
Hui H

�
anai, 2013. 460 p. 

Autobiography. Includes 
her perspective on the 
overthrow of the monarchy.

H
B
Burns

H
B
Cayetano

H
B
Damien

H
B
Kaiulani

H
B
Kalakaua

H
B
Liliuokalani

Grigg, Richard W.
In the Beginning: Archipelago: The Origin 
and Discovery of the Hawaiian Islands. 
Waipahu, HI: Island Heritage Publishing, 2012. 
111 p. Impressive blend of text and graphics 
displays the islands’ history from volcanic 
origins to current issues of sustainability.
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Honolulu Stories: Voices of the Town 
Through the Years: Two Centuries of 
Writing. Ed. by Gavan Daws and Bennett 
Hymer. Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 2008. 
1119 p. Bits of prose and verse from authors 
famous and unknown, portraying the patch-
work-quilt that is Hawai‘i over two centuries.

Memminger, Charles
Hey, Waiter, There’s an Umbrella in My 
Drink! Tales from the Tropics by Hawai‘i’s 
Favorite Humorist. Honolulu: Watermark 
Publishing, 2006. 176 p. Fun observations from 
national award-winning Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
columnist.

Bushnell, O.A.
The Return of Lono: A Novel of Captain 
Cook’s Last Voyage. Honolulu: University of 
Hawaii Press, 1971. 290 p. Novelization of 
events leading to the death of Capt. Cook.

Cataluna, Lee
Folks You Meet in Longs and Other Stories. 
Honolulu: Bamboo Ridge Press, 2005. 142 p. 
Insightful, often humorous vignettes of local life 
by the former TV anchor, columnist, award-
winning playwright and novelist.
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to hula’s history is a reissue of the 1983 original 
publication with minor edits and corrections.

Cisco, Dan
Hawai‘i Sports: History, Facts, and Statistics.
Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1999. 
651 p. Reference source for history and 
statistics covering almost every sport and 
quasi-sport ever played regularly in Hawai‘i.

Ambrose, Greg
Surfer’s Guide to
Hawaii. Rev. ed. 
Honolulu: Bess Press, 
2006. 209 p. Guide to 
some of the best 
surfing spots with 
maps, descriptions, 
safety tips, and advice.
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People and Cultures of 
Hawai‘i: The Evolution 
of Culture and 
Ethnicity. Ed. by John F. 
McDermott and Naleen 
Naupaka Andrade. 
Honolulu: University of 
Hawai‘i Press, 2011. 
247 p. Description of 
Hawai‘i’s various 
ethnic groups. Updates 
the 1980 publication, “People and Cultures of 
Hawaii: A Psychocultural Profile.”

Namkoong, Joan
Family Traditions in Hawai‘i. Honolulu: Bess 
Press, 2004. 109 p. Birthday, marriage, funeral 
and cultural customs in Hawai‘i.
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Sohmer, S. H.
Plants and Flowers of Hawai‘i. Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press, 2004. 160 p. More 
than 130 indigenous and endemic plants. Nu-
merous color photos.

Beletsky, Les
Hawaii. Northampton, MA: Interlink Books, 
2006. 404 p. Travellers’ Wildlife Guides series. 
Vivid color photos identify local critters on land 
and in the sea. 

Hoover, John P.
The Ultimate Guide to Hawaiian Reef Fishes 
Sea Turtles, Dolphins, Whales and Seals. Rev 
ed. Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 2008. 388 p. 
Extensive, colorful guide; the author is a librari-
an, diver and photographer.

Pratt, H. Douglas
Enjoying Birds and Other Wildlife in 
Hawai‘i. 3rd ed. Honolulu: Mutual Publishing, 
2002. 284 p. Handy illustrated site-by-site 
guide for the birder and naturalist.

Liittschwager, David
Remains of a Rainbow: Rare Plants and 
Animals of Hawai‘i. Washington, DC: National 
Geographic in association with Environmental 
Defense, with the assistance of National Tropical 
Botanical Garden and the Nature Conservancy 
of Hawai‘i, 2001. 263 p. Stunning photos with an 
informative narrative; large-format book.
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Buck, Peter Henry
Arts and Crafts of Hawaii. Honolulu: Bishop 
Museum Press, 1957. 606 p.
Definitive resource on Hawaiian
material culture.

Kane, Herb Kawainui
Ancient Hawai‘i. 
Captain Cook, HI: 
The Kawainui 
Press, 1997. 111 p. 
Describes the arts, 
skills, society and 
world-view of the 
Polynesians prior 
to Western contact, 
with illustrations by 
the author.

Hiura, Arnold
Kau Kau: Cuisine & Culture in the Hawaiian 
Islands. Honolulu: Watermark Publishing, 2009. 
178 p. An excellent history of local cuisine filled 
with photos, recipes and nostalgia. 

Engledow, Jill
Island Life 101: A Newcomer’s Guide to Hawaii. 
Wailuku, HI: Maui Island Press, 2008. 131 p. 
Overviews, insights and tips cover history, social 
life and customs to foster an understanding and 
appreciation of “the kama‘

�
aina way of life.” 

Includes a 30+ title recommended reading list.

Severson, Don R.
Finding Paradise: Island Art in Private 
Collections. Honolulu: Honolulu Academy of 
Arts; University of Hawaii Press, 2002. 355 
p. Beautiful photographs of representative 
artwork in various media from pre-contact 
to contemporary.

Hawaiian Music and Musicians: An 
Encyclopedic History. Ed. by George S. Kanahele, 
rev. and updated by John Berger. Honolulu: 
Mutual Publishing, 2012. 926 p. (Almost) 
everything you wanted to know about 
Hawaiian music.

Hopkins, Jerry and Rebecca Kamili‘ia Erickson
The Hula: A Revised Edition. Ed. by Amy 
Ku‘uleialoha Stillman. Honolulu: Bess Press, 
[2011]. 181 p. This comprehensive introduction 
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