BOARD OF EDUCATION GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING
January 20, 2011

State Librarian’s Report

1. Friends of the Library Breakfast for Legislators

Representative Marcus Oshiro was awarded the Mahalo Award by the Friends of the
Library of Hawaii during their Legislative Breakfast last Wednesday at historic
Washington Place. The Mahalo Award is presented to the State legislator who has
demonstrated outstanding support for Hawaii’s public libraries during the past legislative
session. Rep. Oshiro (District 39 — Wahiawa, Whitmore Village, Launani Valley) has
been chair of the House Finance Committee since 2007, and during the past session he
was instrumental in the restoration of $3 million to the Hawai‘i State Public Library
System’s (HSPLS) budget, which provided the funding needed for HSPLS to begin
filling vacant public service positions and keep our libraries open by eliminating furlough
days. Unfortunately Rep. Oshiro was ill, so his wife Lauzanne accepted the award and
read her husband’s prepared remarks. The event concluded with remarks from
Governor Neil Abercrombie, who also remained after the event to visit with Friends and
legislators. Thank you to Board members Lei Ahu Isa, Janis Akuna and Pamela Young
for attending this important event. Included in your binders is an application to join the
Friends.

2. Hawaii State Public Library System Library Fact Sheets
We have provided you with our biennial compilation of HSPLS Fact Sheets containing
brief reviews of staffing, programs, projects, and activities at all our libraries.

3. Donations Received by the Hawaii State Public Library System
We have provided for you a list of donations received by HSPLS from a variety of
sources from the beginning of fiscal year 2010 to December 2010.

4. Isabella Bird Programs and Exhibit Featured at the Hawaii State Library

“In the Footsteps of Isabella Bird: Adventures in Twin Time Travel,” features photos by
19th century world-traveler Isabella Bird, together with Kyoto University Professor
Kiyonori Kanasaka’s updated photos, maps and information about the same locations.
Bird visited and wrote about Hawaii, documenting her trip in her 1875 book Six Months
in the Sandwich Islands. Special programs featuring Professor Kanasaka, who retraced
Bird’s journeys throughout the world, will be offered on January 29 (Preview Session)
and February 12. The exhibit will be on display at the Hawaii State Library (HSL) from
February 1 through April 2, 2011.

5. New Sense-sational Show at Hawaii’s Public Libraries

The Honolulu Theatre for Youth will present “The New Sense-sational Show,” a reprise of
the popular stage production created especially for preschool-age children (ages 2- 5),
continues through - February 23 at selected public libraries statewide. The New Sense-
sational Show is a comedic adventure, complete with puppetry and music set in a world
where objects come to life and anything can happen.
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6. HSPLS Recruitment Continues

HSPLS is currently recruiting for Library Assistant IV, Library Technician V, and
Librarian lil, IV, V. Recruitment will continue until staffing needs for these positions are
met. Interested applicants must apply online via the Department of Human Resources
Development’s State Job Information website: http://www.hawaii.gov/hrd/main/esd/.

7. Hawaii State Public Library System Year in Review
Susan Nakata, Director of Library Development Services, is here today to present the
2010 HSPLS Year in Review.

As last year began, HSPLS faced multiple challenges, including budget
reductions, a statewide hiring freeze and furlough days, and the statistics in this
presentation reflect some of their impacts. HSPLS was very pro-active in
developing both short-term and long term responses, such as scheduling most of
our furlough days on Wednesdays, partnering with the Friends of the Library of
Hawaii to launch unprecedented twin fundraising campaigns, and we have
pursued and received more donations and grants than ever before.

We are emphasizing energy efficiency in our existing libraries and constructing
new green buildings. We anticipate that North Kohala Public Library, which
opened on November 8, will be the first state building in Hawaii to earn the
coveted LEED Gold Certification. We have devoted considerable resources to
technological advancements and infrastructure, growing our ebook collections,
implementing enterprise level backup and security systems to protect our
confidential records, transactions and communications, and we have laid the
foundation for future technological progress and growth. Even with personnel
and funding shortages, our libraries and staff continue to present quality, year-
round programs encouraging life-long learning for all our patrons, and reinforcing
the library’s role as a critical anchor institution in their communities. The 2010
Year in Review features the music of local recording artists Jack Johnson, a
generous donor to the Keep the Doors Open Campaign, as well as Jake
Shimabukuro and Jeff Peterson, who performed in our libraries over the past
year.
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